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What People Are Saying

“This book will be a useful resource—both for women facing GTN, and healthcare
practitioners.” — Susan C. Modesitt, MD, Associate Professor, Gynecologic Oncology Division,
University of Virginia

Tara Johnson was diagnosed with choriocarcinoma in February, 2002, when her daughter was
almost nine months old. She was devastated to hear the words you have cancer of the placenta
and sat with a grin on her face, holding back the tears.

And so began Tara Johnson’s frightening journey into the world of a rare gynecological cancer.
Choriocarcinoma is so rare—some 1 in 40,000 pregnancies—many oncologists have never
treated it, much less come across information about it that’s suitable for patients. After being
dismissed for nearly four months with postpartum bleeding, Tara was finally properly diagnosed
and her treatment began. The story she tells in this book is touching and personal. It includes
intimate details about her battle with cancer—and with a medical system that ignored her
symptoms while that cancer spread.

The book is also a hands-on guide for patients dealing with the challenges and the life-
threatening complications of gestational trophoblastic neoplasia—an umbrella term used to
describe a group of disorders of the placenta. Gestational Trophoblastic Neoplasia: A Guide for
Women Dealing with Tumors of the Placenta, such as Choriocarcinoma, Molar Pregnancy and
Other Forms of GTN explains the medical questions and issues of GTN—its tests, treatment and
risk factors—as well as the complex social and emotional aspects of a cancer diagnosis. It also
contains a resource list designed to connect patients to support groups near their homes and
online.

The authors are a unique team. While Tara Johnson became a choriocarcinoma expert through
her own experience, diagnosis and treatment, Meredith Schwartz is currently a doctoral student
in the field of bioethics, and has researched extensively on medical issues. This book combines
their skills, deftly weaving personal narrative with “harder” facts. The result is an incredibly
compelling and informative read.
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About the Authors

Tara Johnson is a young wife and mother of two beautiful children. She is also a
choriocarcinoma survivor. Tara and her loving husband TJ are raising their family in
Saskatoon, Canada and planning the next step in their lives: careers.

Meredith Schwartz, MA is a doctoral fellow in the Canadian Institutes of Health Research
(CIHR) Training Program in the Ethics of Health Research and Policy at Dalhousie University.
She has been a recipient of the CIHR Douglas Kinsella Doctoral Award for Research in
Bioethics and frequently writes about issues of social justice in healthcare ethics.
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